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CHAPTER 1 
INTRODUCTION  
A. Research Background 
Pronunciation is one of the basic components of speaking. 
Pronunciation is a set of habits of producing sounds to make meaning. This 
habit is required by repeating it over and over again and by being corrected if 
there are any mistake pronunciation include attention to the particular sound of 
language (segmental aspect), aspect of speech such as intonation, stress, 
phrasing, timing, rhythm (supra-segmental aspect), and others (gesture and 
expression) that are still related to the way we speak a language (Gilakjani, 
2012). 
When the learners pronounce the word, they must comprehend the 
aspects which related to the units of speech such as stress, rhythm, intonation, 
and voice quality (supra-segmental aspects) and how the various sounds of 
English are pronounced (segmental aspects) (Yets & Zielinski, 2009: 18). 
When they are speaking, they are pronouncing the words and sentences, and it 
will have the meaning. According to Kelly (2000: 11), the inaccurate use of 
supra-segmental elements, such as stress or intonation, can also cause problems. 
So, the difficulties during speaking come from one aspect of pronunciation. 
The ability to speak using accurate pronunciation is very important. 
Learners with good pronunciation in English are more likely to be understood 
even if they make grammatical errors in other areas. When do some 
mispronounce while speaking, it makes the listener difficult to understand. 
Furthermore, it can be one of the factors which can lead to the conversation 
breakdown. The fact most Indonesian students’ pronunciation ability are still 
low. They consider pronunciation as a difficult subject since the sound of words 
  
are usually different from their written form. They feel confused and difficult 
to pronounce some English words, especially unfamiliar ones (Rohman, 2016).  
The researcher found the problem when the researcher did PPL at Junior 
High School of seven grade. In the English subjects, the students were afraid to 
speak in English. When the teacher instructed to answer the question, they used 
their first language (Native language, Indonesia language) rather than using 
English to answer the question. It is because they do not accustom to using 
English in English class. The students hard to speak English well, that because 
the students are poor and lack related vocabularies, low in constructing sentence 
and utterance, and low motivation to participate in students daily which caused 
by shyness and embarrassed in making a mistake when pronouncing the words. 
For the other reason, when the teacher gave an instruction to pronounce some 
words or read some sentences on the whiteboard, the students only try to 
pronounce the word correctly without care about the word stress and intonation.  
As the result, because the students error in locating stress, 
misunderstanding will appear between the students as the speaker and the 
teacher as the listener. But sometimes the teacher did not aware about students’ 
error. Then, the students make their errors time after time. To give an example 
of word stress and it is significanses, many people have a problem hearing the 
different between the “fourty” and “fourteen” if stress is not placed properly.   
Stress pattern is very critical during speaking. The listeners feel easy in 
catching the meaning of the word, and sentence stress are obvious. Yets & 
Zielinski (2009: 25) state that stress patterns are really important because, in 
English, people listen both for how many syllables there are and the pattern of 
stressed and unstressed syllables in order to interpret what a person is speaking. 
Audiobooks have been used as a popular tool for many years to help 
disabled people who are unable to read printed papers. In addition, audiobooks 
also used for some educational purposes and considered technical support for 
improving students’ reading comprehension, listening comprehension, critical 
  
thinking and pronunciation in particular (Taghinezhad, Khalifah, Nabizadeh, & 
Shahab, 2016). This is why audiobooks have been the tool for many years in 
language teaching.  
Audiobooks, also called spoken books, talking books or narrated books, 
are recordings on either a CD or digital file of a book being read aloud 
(Cambridge Online Dictionary, 2014; Taghinezhad, Khalifah, Nabizadeh, & 
Shahab, 2016). Therefore, the use of audiobooks and their benefit in language 
teaching have been the subject of many research studies (Blum, Koskinen, 
Tennant, Parker, Straub, & Curry, 1995; Koskinen, et al., 2000; Nalder & Elley, 
2003; Taghinezhad et al., 2016). However, there are still few researchers who 
research for the influence of audiobooks on the improvement of learners’ 
pronunciation skill (Taghinezhad et al., 2016)  
Relating to the statement above, as a matter of fact, Jesry (2005) showed 
that students need to know when placing the stress correctly when they are 
speaking instantly and automatically improves their pronunciation, enhances 
listeners’ comprehension and facilities communication. Jesry (2005) added that 
misplaced stress, in contrast, impedes comprehension and makes speech more 
difficult to understand. Therefore, non-native speakers who speak English to 
native speakers without using the word stress and Intonation at least have two 
problems. First, how difficult to understand native speakers, especially for 
people who talk fast. And second, the native speakers found how difficult to 
understand them (Taghinezhad et al., 2016).  
Based on the phenomena that the writer has found, the students can 
speak the words and sentences with the correct grammar and structure, but we 
still do not know how much they can pronounce the sentences with the right 
placement stress. In addition, it is important for students to learn how a words 
are stressed at the same time as they learn how tio pronounce it. With this 
purpose, the writer wants to write a paper with the title of the paper is: “The 
  
Use of Audiobooks to Improving students’ Pronunciation Ability (A Pre-
Experimental Study at Eight Grade Students of Junior High School)” 
B. Research Question 
In this research, the researcher formulated the problem as follows:  
1. How is students’ pronunciation ability in locating word stress before being 
stimulated with audiobooks? 
2. How is students’ pronunciation ability in locating word stress after being 
stimulated with audiobooks?  
3. How significant is the improvement of student’s pronunciation in locating 
word stress after being stimulated with audiobooks?  
C. Research Purpose  
From the research above, this study purpose is to:  
1. To find out student pronunciation ability in locating word stress before 
being stimulated with audiobooks. 
2. To find out students' pronunciation ability in locating word stress after being 
stimulated with audiobooks.  
3. To reveal the significant improvement of students' pronunciation ability in 
locating word stress after being stimulated with audiobooks.   
D. Limitation of The Study 
To further focus on this research, the author limit in this research 
improving EFL students’ pronunciation ability through audiobooks in English 
class for VIII grade of Mts. Al-Jawami, Cileunyi. This research only focuses 
supra-segmental aspect which is locating word stress in pronunciation ability.  
  
E. The Significances of The Study 
The significance of this research practically can give the benefit for the 
teacher in developing teaching English, especially in speaking skills for 
pronunciation. The research study is expected to reveal the result as follow: 
1. Practical Significances.  
The result of this research gives some positive contributions to the English 
learning context and may be beneficial for the teacher, students, researcher 
and school.  
a. For English Teacher  
This research is expected to be valuable for English teachers to know 
the other tool for teaching English pronunciation. 
b. For Further Researcher 
By doing this research, the researcher gets some experiences and 
knowledge about the research and it is useful in the future and develops 
to other aspects of pronunciation.  
c. For students 
It is expected to be valuable for the students to get more motivation in 
learning English pronunciation, and they can practice pronunciation in 
the right way.  
d. For School  
It gives a contribution to the school that they can use audiobooks as a 
new tool in teaching pronunciation to their students.  
2. Theoretical Significances. 
The research was significant to widen the skill of the teacher to use 
audiobooks in stimulated pronunciation ability. Besides that, the result of 
this study expected to be a reference to another researcher who wants to 
investigate English pronunciation in other abilities in pronunciation because 
  
this research just stimulated in word stress placement ability in 
pronunciation.  
F. Research Framework (Rationale) 
Speaking is the most important skill in English language teaching. It is 
almost impossible to have true mastery of a language without actually speaking 
it (Maxom, 2009). According to  (Jeremy Harmer, 2003) “for all these people, 
being made aware of pronunciation issues will be of immense benefit not only 
to their own production but also to their own understanding of spoken English.” 
(Jessica, Basri, & Ohoiwutun, 2015). Many adult learners find pronunciation 
one of the most difficult aspects of English to require and need explicit help 
from the teacher (AMEP Research Centre, 2002).  
1. Pronunciation  
Pronunciation was defined as the act or result of producing the sounds 
of speech, including articulation, intonation, stress, and rhythm. McArthur 
(1992, p. 810). Joanne Kenworthy  (1987: 88-89) show how intonation is 
used to put words and information in the foreground (by using a high or 
wavering pitch), in the background (by using a lower pitch than normal), to 
signal ends and beginnings of conversation (we often know when someone 
has finished speaking because their voice drops in pitch just as their voice 
may start as a higher pitch than usual at the beginning of their contribution, 
or to show whether a situation is ‘open’ or ‘closed’ (when we finish what 
we are saying at a higher pitch than normal we leave other possibilities ‘in 
the air’ whereas a falling pitch closed off what we have said from further 
discussion)(Jeremy Harmer, 2003) 
Pronunciation consists of segmental and suprasegmental features. 
Segmental refers to consonant and vowel sound, then supra-segmental 
refers to stress and intonation. Segmental features are learning to pronounce 
of sound recognition, and sound production of English in natural speech is 
  
a crucial part of learning pronunciation in English. For example (/Ө/, /ð/, 
/ŋ/, /n/, /ɛ/ and /ə/). Supra-segmental features are stress, which refers to the 
prominence to certain syllables within words, and certain syllables or a 
word within an utterance. However, intonation or change of pitch is crucial 
in signaling speaker meaning, particularly interpersonal attitude.  
Stress is Important at three different levels: 
 Word level – multisyllabic word have one or more syllables that 
are stressed. 
 Sentence level – the most important words tend to be stressed. 
 Contrastive stress – the most important words carry greater 
stress.  
Consider the example below: 
LYNda shouldn’t TAKE the STUDents to the PARty 
2. Audiobooks 
This study adopts the definition of audiobooks as printed books, audio 
recorded versions of the narration which a user listens to as well as does 
repeat listening while reading the printed copy of the book. Audiobooks are 
recently considered as a dominant literacy tool and as one of the essential 
resources in the learning process because they might help construct 
language skills among learners (Sefarini, 2004; Mohamed & Mohamed, 
2018) 
Audiobooks were previously referred to under the term “talking book”. 
Talking books were first presented around the 1931s and they were 
implemented by the American government to be used as “book for the adult 
blind project” introduced for free to help the blind readers. The term 
“audiobook” appeared in the 1970s with the demand of audiocassettes 
(Mohamed et al., 2018).  
3. Word Stress 
  
Stress in pronunciation is used to show the point of information in a 
word or phrase where the pitch changes. It is important in conveying 
meaning in phrases and sentences when speaking. Getting the stress wrong 
can damage the chances of being understood. Moreover, Scrivenr (2005) 
pointed out that students who are studying the English language needed to 
learn pronunciation that would allow them to be understood in the contexts 
where they were most likely to need to use the language. So, stress is a very 
important aspect of English pronunciation (Yangklang, 2013).  
According to (Hoge, 2016) learned from listening carefully is the first 
step for pronunciation improvement. You must first learn to hear from the 
short audio but the important is the sounds of American English.  
G. Hypothesis  
According to (Creswell, 2012a), hypotheses are prediction the researcher 
makes about the expected relationship among variables. In addition, 
“hypotheses is based on the assumption about something that cleared the 
problem guide to the next research” (Sudjana, 1986). Hypotheses have two 
possibilities; it may be right or wrong, accepted or not. So it should be proved 
by hypotheses testing.  
Based on the explanation above, this research has two variables; audiobooks 
as variable X or independent variable and EFL student’s pronunciation as 
variable Y or dependent variable. The formula of hypotheses is described as 
follows: 
1. Ho accepted if tcount < ttable : it means that there is no significant influence of 
using audiobooks to stimulate pronunciation ability in stress placement.  
2. Ha accepted if tcount > ttable : it means that there is a significant influence of 
using audiobooks to stimulate pronunciation ability in stress placement. 
  
H. Previous Studies   
There are some previous studies about pronunciation in this research. 
The first title is “Examining the influence of using audiobooks on the 
improvement of sound recognition and sound production of Iranian EFL 
learners” by (Ali Taghinezhad, Ahmad Khalifah, Ali Nabizadeh & Sajedeh 
Shahab, 2015). The study investigated the impact of using audiobooks on 
pronunciation skill focusing on the segmental features of pronunciation (/Ө/, 
/ð/, /ŋ/, /n/, /ɛ/ and /ə/). (Taghinezhad et al., 2016). The study aimed at 
investigating the influence of using audiobooks on the improvement of 
pronunciation ability. In other to examine the effect of using audiobooks on 
students’ sound recognition and sound production, tests were administered to 
the students as pretest and posttest and to find out whether audiobooks had any 
effect on the pronunciation ability of learners.  
The second research is “Improving English stress and intonation 
pronunciation of the first-year students” by Warisara Yangklang, (2013). The 
study aimed is to investigate how the improvement of the students' 
pronunciation skills focusing on English stress and intonation using the e-
learning program (Yangklang, 2013).  
The third research is “The analysis of students’ errors in stress 
placement in English pronunciation” by Hayami, Jos. Ohoiwutun and Hastini 
(2016). The study was to identify and analyze the errors made by students in 
locating stress (stress placement) in English pronunciation and also to find out 
the reason why students make a mistake (Haryani, 2016).  
This research is different from previous research. This research used the 
media of audiobooks and will focus on word stress in pronunciation skills. 
Although the researcher mostly used audiobooks as a language tool for teaching 
reading skills, reading comprehension or reading strategies (Turker, 2010; 
Whittingham, Huffman, Christensen, & McAllister, 2012). While the other 
study has focused on the effect of listening to spoken reading exercises on 
  
pronunciation in English, then very little research has looked at the influence 
of audiobooks on the improvement of learners’ pronunciation skills. However, 
These are the reason for the researcher choosing this topic, cause this research 
is used audiobooks for improving word stress which is supra-segmental features 
in pronunciation.  
 
